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1 INT. CLEANING ROOM - DENTAL CLINIC - DAY 1

CLASSICAL SYMPHONY plays on the CD PLAYER.

Grace (34) sits back in her stool as the patient, CHARLES

stands to walk away from the operation area. She wears

medical mask, without glasses. We can see her beautiful and

sparkling eyes.

2 INT. HALL - DENTAL CLINIC 2

Nameplate, "Dentist, Grace Long". Door opens. Charles comes

out, touches his cheek, and waves goodbye.

GRACE

See you next week, Charles. Take

care!

3 INT. OFFICE - DENTAL CLINIC 3

Grace sits down at the desk, takes off the mask and relaxes.

She coughs.

JASON (24) comes in, wearing hygienist suit with trainee

badge on. He brings her a cup of water and shakes the bottle

of cough drops in his hand with a sweet smile.

JASON

Sounds like its getting rough. Want

these?

GRACE

Just what I need.

Grace COUGHS. Jason hands the box over to her.

Another nurse, DEBBIE (40), enters the room, carrying a

folder. Grace takes the drop from the box and pops into her

mouth.

DEBBIE

Grace, I need the clinical data

from today.

Grace quickly gathers some papers together. Jason stands by

awkwardly.

Grace hands Debbie the papers. Debbie leaves clueless to the

exchange between Grace and Jason.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

GRACE

Thanks for bringing me the drops.

Grace smiles politely.

JASON

Yeah. No problem. I gotta get back

to work.

GRACE

See ya.

Jason softly brushes a loose hair away from Grace’s face and

tucks it behind her ear. Grace swats his hand away and lets

the piece of hair loose.

Jason walks backwards, holding his hands up in the air in an

"I mean no harm" way and seductively winks at Grace as he

smiles. She jokingly like waves him away like it doesn’t

faze her. He turns and walks away with a genuine smile on

his face.

4 INT. DENTAL CLINIC - DAY 4

Grace leaves her office with her changed well-dressed

clothes, which looks high-end and professional.

Debbie and LISA (34) are standing by the front desk.

LISA

Did you see the way Jason dressed

today? What’s with the Iron Man

t-shirt?

DEBBIE

He’s still a rookie. I mean he’s

great to look at, but wouldn’t want

to bring home to the parents.

Grace pauses by the lobby.

LISA

Feel bad for the poor girl who

falls for his charm and finds out

he’s as immature as they come.

Grace walks into the lobby and begins to walk by the ladies.

Debbie notices.

DEBBIE (CONT’D)

Hi, Grace. Are you leaving now?

(CONTINUED)
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GRACE

Yes.

DEBBIE

You have something special going on

tonight?

Lisa and Debbie exchange quick glances. Grace puts on a

straight face.

GRACE

Actually. Nothing.

LISA

No kidding? I thought you’d be

turning down men tonight.

GRACE

Believe it or not, I got no plans.

You ladies have a good night. Bye.

5 INT. BED ROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE - NIGHT 5

A MAN rolls off of Grace, post coital. It’s Jason. They both

try to catch their breaths.

Grace sits up, covering herself, and puts on her shirt that

falls past her butt.

6 INT. BATHROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE - CONTINUOUS 6

Grace washes her face at the sink. Jason appears at the door

way with a smile on his face. Grace looks up from the sink.

JASON

So, can I stay the night?

Grace looks annoyed.

GRACE

You know how I feel about that.

Jason leans against the door frame, feigning sadness.

JASON

But, I’m so tired! Please?

Grace shakes her head. She wraps her arms around his neck

and kisses him softly on the cheek, and then putting her

lips to his ear.

(CONTINUED)
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GRACE

I’ll see you tomorrow.

Jason’s shoulders slump, defeated, as Grace pulls away.

JASON

Babe, why don’t we ever just go to

my place, then? I won’t have to

drive home in the middle of the

night and you can leave whenever

you want.

GRACE

Don’t call me "babe". I’m not a

"babe", I’m a woman. And I thought

you liked my house?

Grace walks out of the bathroom.

JASON

(mutters)

I’d like it better if I could sleep

here.

GRACE (O.S.)

I heard that!

7 INT. BED ROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE - CONTINUOUS 7

Grace walks into the bedroom, Jason follows.

Jason pouts playfully. Grace is clearly fed up.

GRACE

It’s not professional, Jason. I

don’t want to get caught. It could

ruin my career!

JASON

Good! Then we can be together.

Grace throws Jason’s clothes at him and tries to push him

out the door. Jason’s too strong to move, he begins to

laugh.

Grace gives up. Jason puts on his clothes flashes a smile

and leaves.
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8 INT. COFFEE HOUSE - DAY 8

Grace sits beside the window and drinks a cup of espresso.

She looks around idly outside the window.

GRACE POV: A YOUNG COUPLE (20’s), walks along the street,

hand in hand. They talk to each other with laughter and are

free of worries and pains.

On Grace: She takes a sip.

GRACE

(murmuring)

They probably won’t last long...

GRACE POV: A MAN (40’s) parks his battered car by the

roadside and waits inside. A WOMAN (40’s), in plain

clothing, comes towards the car with two bags of food in

hands. The man comes out of the car, rushes up to take over

the bags from her hands, and kisses her. They get in the car

happily.

On Grace: She is deeply absorbed by the scene.

JULIA (O.S.)

Hey, Grace.

Grace snaps out of her daydream and looks at the voice.

JULIA (34), Grace’s high school classmate, dressed in fancy

clothes. Julia holds two cups of coffee and a small bag of

food to go.

GRACE

Hi, Julia. How are you?

They kiss on the cheeks.

JULIA

I’ve been doing well. How about

yourself?

GRACE

Oh, you know, working.

JULIA

That sounds like a broken record...

honestly do you ever have time for

yourself?

GRACE

I do, and I spend it here.

Grace and Julia laugh awkwardly.

(CONTINUED)
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JULIA

Did you hear that Fiona and Allen

are hosting the reunion at their

house?

GRACE

Yeah...

JULIA

I just wish it wasn’t at Fiona’s

house. She’s going to rub her money

all in our faces. I really don’t

want to see her.

Julia imitates Fiona’s behavior. Grace tries to smile, but

remains quiet.

JULIA

I wouldn’t go there without a date

if I were you. If Fiona finds out

that you don’t have a boyfriend...

I don’t think she will let you go

easily. Especially in front of

Allen.

GRACE

Honestly, I don’t care at this

point. So many people go to these

things dateless, I think I can

manage.

Julia takes a seat.

JULIA

Don’t you understand? Fiona is

practically throwing this party

just to rub it in your face that

she snagged Allen and you couldn’t

lay a finger on him.

Grace glares at Julia.

GRACE

I’m happy for them. I don’t care

about Allen... anymore.

JULIA

Liar! I know you. You’re always

waiting for him because he’s so

perfect.

Grace falls silent. Julia smiles, she is right.

(CONTINUED)
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JULIA

Well, I’m glad I saw you here,

because I’ve been meaning to talk

with you. I have some possible

dates you might be interested in.

I’ll email them to you.

Grace tries to object, but Julia gets up from the table.

JULIA (CONT’D)

Anyway, I got to go. Sam is outside

and we are going to pick up the

kids from his mother’s. See you

later!

GRACE

Thanks. See you...

Julia leaves in a hurry. Grace clenches the cup tightly,

gazing into the coffee.

9 INT. CAFÉ - NIGHT 9

First blind date.

CHAD (45), good looking, middle-class, he sits properly.

Grace wears classy dress with professional makeup.

CHAD

Where did you say you worked?

GRACE

At a dentist clinic, I’m a doctor

of dental surgery.

CHAD

Already in the big leagues, huh?

Grace nods, her expressions don’t change from serious.

GRACE

What about yourself?

CHAD

I am a store manager... Enough

about work, what do you like to do

for fun?

GRACE

I like listening to music,

classical music. It helps me relax.

I also like yoga.

(CONTINUED)
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CHAD

You sure act a lot older than your

age.

Grace chuckles, not sure how to react.

CHAD

And you’re really sweet, you dress

so well... My girls would love you.

Grace is taken aback. Her eyes widen.

GRACE

Girls?

CHAD

I have a ten year old and a six

year old. I got divorced two years

ago... getting back into the game.

Chad chuckles. Grace is silent. Chad smiles and tries to

reach for her hand.

CHAD

You are the perfect role model for

my girls.

Grace slowly tries to move her hand away with an

embarrassing smile.

10 INT. LIVING ROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE - NIGHT 10

Grace plops down on the couch, defeated. She looks at a

paper on the coffee table and crosses out the first name on

the list.

11 INT. COFFEE HOUSE - DAY 11

Julia waits at a table. She taps her fingers impatiently.

Grace comes running up to the table, apologetically.

GRACE

Hey, sorry, I got caught up with a

client.

JULIA

It’s okay. What’s up?

GRACE

I decided to take your

advice... I’m doing the blind

dates.

(CONTINUED)
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Julia begins to laugh and then she realizes it’s serious.

JULIA

Oh, honey, I didn’t really think

you were going to do it!

Grace tries to hide her embarrassment with her hands.

JULIA (CONT’D)

Any good ones yet?

GRACE

No, just had my first one last

weekend. He was so... mediocre.

Where did you find this guy?

JULIA

He was a friend of Sam’s. He seemed

really nice when I met him.

GRACE

He pretty much told me I’d be the

best mom for his little girls!

JULIA

(gasps)

No! I am so sorry. I didn’t know he

divorced and think he’d be so

blunt.

GRACE

I’m beginning to think I made a bad

choice.

Julia shakes her head.

JULIA

No! Not at all! Good things come

out of chaos. Stick it out. Who

knows, Mr. Perfect might just crawl

out of the mud.

Grace smiles.

12 INT. ASIAN RESTAURANT - DAY 12

Second blind date.

HENRY (40’s), a professor, is dressed in plain clothes with

an old hairstyle. His thick glasses hug the bridge of his

nose tightly.

Grace wears another classy dress with profession makeup on.

(CONTINUED)
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HENRY

... And I decided to conduct

research the way a student studies

and how it affects their scores to

determine how we, as professors,

should teach our classes with

maximum...

Henry’s voice drones out as Grace’s eyes travel behind him.

He stops talking and she focuses back on to Professor.

GRACE

That sounds fascinating. So, what

should we order here?

Henry looks down at the menu.

HENRY

Well, personally, I’m for natural

foods. So I think I’m going to go

for the organic chow mein.

Grace smiles at the answer.

GRACE

Sounds great, I’ll have that, too.

Grace almost begins to relax.

HENRY

Do you like your job? How is it

working and finding the time to

take care of family?

GRACE

Yes, I find it amiable. I don’t

have much family --

HENRY

Do you want to get married at some

point? Have kids? You are getting

close to that age...

GRACE

Well, yes, but I haven’t really --

HENRY

If you were to marry me, you better

know how to cook and take care of

children, and be okay with my

parents living with us. I like the

traditional Chinese family module.

Grace sits against the chair, shocked.
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13 INT. KITCHEN - GRACE’S HOUSE - NIGHT 13

Jason sits at the table. He looks around and notices a piece

of paper with DATES written on top. He peeks at it quickly,

but then moves it away from him. He can’t resist and grabs

the paper and reads it.

The paper has a list of guys names and locations. An X next

to Chad and Henry’s names. Jason points out the next name on

the list, and location.

As Grace enters the room, Jason slides the paper away from

him on the table and sits back into his chair. Grace sits

beside him placing the take out containers on top of the

paper.

JASON

We could have ate this at my place.

GRACE

But, I have more space.

JASON

And a kitchen you never use.

GRACE

I only cook if it’s a last resort.

Jason laughs. Grace opens her container and begins to eat.

JASON

So, I’m close to getting my loans

approved. I’ll be able to take more

classes.

Grace nods, not really paying attention.

JASON

I’m going for my doctorates.

GRACE

That’s great, you’ll do well.

JASON

We can also try for a house.

GRACE

That’s unlikely to happen. You need

more than just loans, trust me.

They eat awkwardly. Jason stops eating and looks at Grace.

Grace locks eyes with him. Jason wipes away sauce from her

lips and tries to kiss her, but Grace pulls away.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 12.

GRACE

Jason! I’m trying to eat.

Jason sits back, annoyed and eats in silence.

14 INT. KITCHEN - GRACE’S HOUSE - DIFFERENT NIGHT 14

Julia comes into the house carrying a some clothes and a

make up bag.

JULIA

Grace?

GRACE (O.S.)

In my bed room!

15 INT. BED ROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE 15

Grace dresses up for her date. Julia pokes her head into the

room and notices her wearing a professional style dress.

Julia shakes her head.

JULIA

Do you think you will get a man

looking like that?

Grace sends daggers to Julia with her eyes.

GRACE

This is what I have been wearing on

all the dates.

JULIA

And how did that go?

Grace sighs, and sits on the bed.

Julia walks in with the clothes and make up bag. She plops

them down on the bed beside Grace and pulls out a classy,

but date worthy dress. Julia raises her eyebrows to Grace.

Grace willingly takes the dress.

16 INT. ITALIAN RESTAURANT - NIGHT 16

Third blind date.

The restaurant is very high class. MICHAEL (40’s) wears an

expensive outfit. Grace is seated at the table across from

Michael.

(CONTINUED)
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ON THE TABLE there are two dinner plates and two glasses of

the finest red wine. Michael swirls his glass and takes a

sip. Grace follows.

GRACE

Did you order this?

MICHAEL

Yes, it’s Chianti, do you like it?

GRACE

It’s my favorite. How did you know?

MICHAEL

It’s part of the way I run my

business. I have to know the right

wine for the right person. And you,

look like a Chianti woman.

Grace smiles, enjoying his company.

GRACE

So apart from being a wine

connoisseur, what else do you like

to do?

MICHAEL

Well, I like to cook, watch movies,

and long walks on the beach at

midnight.

Grace laughs.

GRACE

And you’re comedian.

(jokingly)

Such an all around guy, aren’t you?

Michael leans back casually against his chair.

MICHAEL

What can I say, I am who I am.

Grace laughs softly.

GRACE

So, you’re a businessman. Do you go

on businessmen trips?

MICHAEL

I travel around the world, if

that’s what you mean, are you okay

with that?

(CONTINUED)
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GRACE

Well, I do have a job. I don’t

think I can just pick up and leave.

MICHAEL

Oh, a working woman. I see.

GRACE

That’s me.

MICHAEL

It’s just that I’m looking for

someone to take risks and live the

lifestyle I can provide. Someone

who will fly to Rome with me on a

whim.

GRACE

I don’t know. I really like my job,

it’s stable.

MICHAEL

I mean no disrespect. I’m only

stating my opinions. Besides,

wouldn’t you rather stop working

and travel whenever you want,

wherever you want?

Grace clenches her mouth tightly. She begins to drink the

wine hastily.

GRACE

I love being a dentist. It’s

relaxing for me.

MICHAEL

So you’d rather work with rotten

teeth, than fly around the world

with me?

(muttering to himself)

I knew I should of went with a

younger one.

Grace looks at him in astonishment.

GRACE

Younger one?

She downs the wine, and stands up to leave.

MICHAEL

No, that’s not what I meant! I was

talking about the wine.

(CONTINUED)
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GRACE

Excuse me.

Grace grabs her bag and walks away.

17 INT. ITALIAN RESTAURANT - BAR - CONTINUOUS 17

Grace storms into the lobby.

Michael stands in the distance at their table.

MICHAEL

Grace!

Jason is at the bar watching Grace leave.

18 INT. BED ROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE - NIGHT - LATER 18

Grace furiously rushes into her bedroom. She casts aside her

tote bag and coat fiercely. She slams herself down on her

bed. She stares at the ceiling.

Her phone DINGS. It’s from Jason.

"JASON: I miss you. :("

Grace smiles seeing the text.

19 INT. BED ROOM - JASON’S APARTMENT - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS 19

Jason receives the message.

"GRACE: Do you want to come with me to the reunion as my

boyfriend this Saturday?"

Jason looks at the phone. Thinking deeply, he texts back.

20 INT. BED ROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS 20

Grace lies sprawled across the bed. PHONE RINGS. Grace

quickly grabs the phone and reads the text:

"JASON: Sure! :)"

Grace breaths a deep sigh of relief.
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21 EXT. DOORSTEP - JASON’S APARTMENT - DAY 21

It’s the reunion’s day.

Graces waits in the car. Jason comes to the car wearing his

best clothes.

Grace comes out, in a gorgeous long gown.

GRACE

Are you going to dress up in...

this?

Jason nods and smiles happily.

JASON

I chose the best I could find, do

you like it?

GRACE

(sighs)

Jason... let’s get in my car.

She shakes her head. Jason goes for the passenger door.

GRACE

Jason?

Jason stops and looks at Grace. She gestures towards the

driver’s side and holds the keys out for Jason. He

hesitates, but takes keys and opens the door for Grace to go

in.

22 INT. FIONA’S HOUSE - DAY 22

Nearly twenty PEOPLE are at the party.

Fiona (now 34) and another TWO WOMEN see Grace and Jason

walk in, and come to greet.

FIONA

Oh, Grace! Who did you bring with

you?

JASON

I’m Jason --

GRACE

-- He’s my boyfriend. He’s a

doctor.

(CONTINUED)
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Grace smiles. Jason looks at her confused but she squeezes

his hand tightly and he quickly recovers. Fiona and the

other women look jealous.

FIONA

Wow, well I would give you a tour,

but I have other people to attend

to. If you need anything don’t

hesitate to ask.

Fiona walks off, a little defeated, with the other woman

following behind.

Grace smiles and they walk to their table and meet up with

Julia and her husband, SAM (36). Julia raises her eyebrows

and Grace’s eye candy, but doesn’t say anything.

GRACE

Julia, this is Jason. He’s my

boyfriend.

JULIA

Nice to meet the mystery man.

Jason, this is my husband, Sam.

Sam looks away from his drink and nods to Jason. Jason tries

to be polite, and smiles as he sits down.

JASON

Nice to meet all of you.

JULIA

So when did you guys start seeing

each other?

JASON

Well, we just celebrated our one

year...

Jason whimpers from a kick under the table.

GRACE

But gosh, doesn’t it feel like

forever?

Jason looks at her confused.

Allen (now, 34) walks up to the table, with Fiona at his

side. Grace stammers. Allen flashes a smile. Jason looks at

the chemistry between the two.

(CONTINUED)
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ALLEN

Hi, Grace.

GRACE

Allen! How are you?

Allen holds Fiona close to him, but his eyes are on Grace.

Julia and Jason watch the interaction. Sam isn’t as

interested.

ALLEN

Great! I got promoted to vice

president at the company I’m

working for. And we just bought

this wonderful house.

Fiona and Allen exchange passionate glances.

GRACE

(faking)

How wonderful!

Grace notices Jason’s daggers at Allen.

GRACE

Oh, I’m being rude. Allen, this is

my boyfriend, Jason. He’s a

dentist.

Allen looks at Jason, confused by how young he looks.

ALLEN

Wow, you have great genes. You

don’t look old enough to be a

practicing dentist.

JASON

Yeah, well I am --

GRACE

He’s twenty-eight. You can barely

tell though, we’re all aging, but

he still looks great.

Jason tries to hide his embarrassment. He grabs Grace’s hand

to stop her from talking anymore.

ALLEN

Where did you go to school?

JASON

Actually, I’m going to school at

Columbia. I just got my loans

accepted.

(CONTINUED)
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Allen, Julia, and Sam look confused. Grace is shocked.

GRACE

Yeah, he’s going back to school to

get another doctorate degree, isn’t

that right?

Jason nods, his face visibly angry.

JASON

Excuse me.

Jason leans over to Grace.

JASON (CONT’D)

(whispers sternly)

I’m leaving.

Jason gets up and leaves. Grace follows.

GRACE

Jason!

23 EXT. FIONA’S HOUSE - CONTINUOUS 23

Jason exits the house hastily, visibly upset. Grace follows

shortly after.

GRACE

Jason! Stop, what is the matter

with you?

JASON

You embarrassed me, in front of all

your friends!

GRACE

(through her teeth)

How did I embarrass you? I made you

look great!

JASON

But that’s not who I am! Sooner or

later they would’ve found out that

I’m not a PhD, I’m just a regular

man trying to make a beautiful

woman fall in love with his simple

self.

GRACE

Jason...

(CONTINUED)
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JASON

I thought, when you invited me to

this party, that you were accepting

who I was. That you wanted to start

a life with me and was thinking

about taking up my offer about a

house.

A crowd has formed behind Grace.

JASON (CONT’D)

I’m tired of the games, Grace. I

saw the list of blind dates on your

table. I didn’t want to think you

were really embarrassed by me. But

now I know. I was your last resort

as a trophy, not your boyfriend.

Jason walks away.

GRACE

Jason!

Grace stands alone at the door. The crowd immediately

disperses as the fight ends.

24 INT. FIONA’S HOUSE - LATER 24

Grace sits alone in the corner of a room. Allen walks up to

her and sits beside her.

ALLEN

Rough day... huh?

GRACE

You have no idea.

Allen moves closer.

ALLEN

You are beautiful, Grace.

Grace smiles from his attention.

GRACE

Thanks, Allen...

Allen places a hand on her leg and moves in to kiss her.

Grace pushes him away.

(CONTINUED)
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GRACE

Allen, you’re married to Fiona.

Allen sighs and sits back against his chair.

ALLEN

God, you’re a gem, Grace. I cant

believe I ignored you all those

years ago. Look at you. You’re

successful, beautiful, perfect.

Fiona... she’s just going to be the

same until one day things will just

fall apart. But not you. You will

always be Grace.

Grace moves away from Allen. She stands up and stares at him

for a while, then walks away.

25 INT. KITCHEN - GRACE’S HOUSE - NIGHT 25

Grace drops her keys off on the counter. She opens the

fridge, reaches for a bottle of water but stops when her

hand passes boxes of food.

26 INT. KITCHEN - GRACE’S HOUSE - FLASHBACK 26

Jason cooking a dinner while Grace stands and watches,

drinking a glass of wine.

27 INT. BED ROOM - GRACE’S HOUSE - BACK TO PRESENT 27

Grace lies on the bed facing an empty space beside her. She

stares at the unoccupied pillow.

28 INT. CAFÉ - NIGHT - FLASHBACK 28

Chad’s desperate look.

29 INT. ASIAN RESTAURANT - FLASHBACK 29

Henry’s strict, professional look.
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30 INT. ITALIAN RESTAURANT - FLASHBACK 30

Micheal’s smug, arrogant look.

31 EXT. DOOR - JASON’S APARTMENT - LATER 31

Grace buzzes Jason’s apartment number. She stands at the

door, nervous, holding a bag of groceries with a stuffed

duffel bag hanging off her shoulder.

The door opens to reveal Jason. He reacts, almost shutting

the door.

Grace holds up her finger. Jason keeps the door open and

waits.

GRACE

Before you do anything I want to

apologize. I was cold-hearted and

probably don’t deserve your love.

Jason leans against the door, listening.

GRACE

Yes, I did go on blind dates. Did I

have fun? No. Because, somehow, I

felt like I didn’t need them.

(beat/sighs)

Jason... can I come into your

apartment, cook for you, and stay

the night?

Grace is about to drop the bag of groceries, looking

extremely desperate. Jason’s expression doesn’t

change. Grace puts on a pleading look. Jason shuts the

door.

Grace stands still, the bag drops. She closes her eyes

tightly, holding back her embarrassment. For a few seconds,

silence. Grace exhales deeply, opens her eyes. Just as she

is about to leave, Jason opens the door again.

FADE TO BLACK.


